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Boardi of Direciors 
Wie Ds Luca, (Chair) J anuary 7, 2000 
wa Stem. (Vice Chair) 

Union of Naedivirades, industnal & 


Ë , NJ Cour! 

lana Srucnter, (Secratary/Tramsurar) Ms. J oAnne Watson 

eer onl A Business Administrator 
Hr DaT a Workare'ol Armas, City of Newark 
wayne Smith City Hall Room 205 
SL Newark, NJ 07102 
Sy Larson 

Coaition of Linion Fetiree Organizations 
Thee Pang (avai Dear Ms. Watson, 


American Federation of State. County & 
/ Employees, Adininistrative Council t 


Oe ante Cour We write this letter to follow up on the September meeting you had with 
nivara! improvamant Association New Jersey Citizen Action and members of the Newark Partnership for 
ee canes A h 
Mathew B. Shapiro (Anarnatw) correspondence, we would ll è an updat i nra ane 
Waheadah Muhammad emphasize prevention in the process of doing lead inspections in Newark. 
inbarmasional Federadicn of Profeesionni 
EEN a A hods for lead inspections only look for 
Caruana Warkens af Amertea As we discussed, the current metho i or lea A ein 
Rey Aoa Tt communty Acton lead hazards after a child has been lead hoes A , a “ne a 
Pa OT ead principle that children should not be used as lead detectors. 'y 
Nie Fadortlion ot Taschen could change its policy to one that emphasizes prevention in severa 
Board st Tas ways: paean 
A  acuaaat « First, the Department of Health’s Lead Program cou r7 = l 
sagan homes for lead on request so an occupant would know if lead is 
M Ram cael racine diab present. Ifa lead hazard were found it would not have is be 
year abated if there was no lead poisoned child at that address. Of 
eee course, the Lead Program would still give priority to inspecting 
pp Selig eee homes where children had elevated blood leads. We understand 
lent rah ape that staffing in the Lead Program has been difficult. However, if 
igen the Department's goal of ten lead inspectors/risk assessors is 
ae reached then inspections on request should be possible. 
a re 
MGammunieations Workers of America e Asan alternative, the Division of Inspections and Enforcement 
Harok Morrison within the Department of Neighborhood Services could do lead 
Dama Semone Wontan inspections on request. This is the office that responds to E 
"Meus & Negnbornood Bavalegornisat complaints of rats, roaches, no heat, no hot water and a long list of 
wit G. Terrat other housing code violations, and orders landlords to fix 
co a aea problems. These housing inspectors do respond to complaints of 
Yaath Profaasionals & Anod Employes peeling paint but have no way of determining the presence of lead. 
virginia wot This office might be more able to handle the extra requests for 
re gaa lead inspections since it employs five to seven housing inspectors 
Mune of NY Site Conaye Local, AFT per ward, These inspectors would have to be trained and 
equipped to simply detect lead paint. Or, these housing inspectors 
could assume any peeling paint in a pre-1978 house was lead 
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paint, and provide both the tenant and landlord with a report stating so. This is similar 
to New York City’s policy. In NYC, the complaint-driven Housing Preservation and 
Development office will respond to a tenant's complaint of peeling paint. If the 
building was built before 1960, the inspector writes it up as a lead violation and the 
landlord ig ordered to abate. This is a rebutable presumption. If, for some reason, the 
paint does not contain lead, the burden is on the landlord to prove it is lead-free. 


e As another possibility, Newark could require a lead inspection as part of a Certificate 
of Occupancy requirement before all housing units sold or re-rented. The City of 
Paterson has successfully implemented such an ordinance. The ordinance is enclosed. 
This ordinance requires property owners to request a lead inspection before re-renting 
or selling a housing unit. The landlord pays a $1 00 fee and the report is issued to the 
landlord and the tenant. 


To alleviate the concerns of the City, it should be noted that if units were inspected on 
request and found to have lead, no abatement would be required under New Jersey law 
because there would be no lead poisoned child at that address. 


Finally, we recognize the City has made advances in training and hiring lead inspectors 
but has still not reached its goal of ten lead inspectors/risk assessors. How many 
inspectors are currently staffing the program now? What further plans does the City have 
to train and hire more inspectors and when does it plan to reach the goal of ten? 


We look forward to your response in writing and we look forward to working with you. 


Sincerely, 

Gina Lucas Susie McGhee 

Association for Children of NJ NAACP Newark Branch 
Phyllis Salowe-Kaye David Weiner 

Executive Director President, CWA Local 1081 


New Jersey Citizen Action 


John J. Weber 
Danny Williams Lead Program Coordinator 
President, NAACP Newark Branch New Jersey Citizen Action 


